Andrew Scrimgeour'

University of SA

¥
| e F
) —_.b

T

RA\
{

(
{
{

AARRRNN)




The Task
TO

* develop a Languages statement for your
local school

* find an acceptable way to place
Languages at the centre of school policy
and practice

— NOT upset the English Learning Area
« Strengthen the place of Languages in

curriculum, esp in the Languages Learning
Area



A sample

A School Language Curriculum Statement

Rationale

Rationale for language learning

Leaming additional languages is one of the most challenging and rewarding leaming experiences which may
equip individual learmer a better understanding of the world, the local community, the personal identity and the
connections in between.

Leaming to communicate in another language or other languages provides the opportunity for leamers to
participate in and engage with our linguistically and culturally diverse and interconnected world, understand
different ways of beings as well as to explore their own understanding of the experience and way of being in
the world.

Thrnugh leaming additional languages, students may
acquire communication skills and ability to access information and interact in contemporary ways in

target languages.

® develop an intercultural capability in ferms of an understanding of roles of languages and cultures, both
their own and additional ones, and their relationships in communication and interaction. This may help
students to improve linguistic and cultural flexibility and communicate across cultures.

® increase the capability for reflection on their first language and additional languages in terms of the
nature of language systems, the structures and functions of languages, using languages in authentic
interaction and understanding implied culfures in communication as well as reflecting on their own
language learning experience.

Rationale for learning Chinese

Different from English as an alphabetic language, Chinese (Mandarin) is a tonal, character-based language.
In comparizon to English, although the range of syllables in Chinese is limited, it includes sounds which are
unfamiliar to English speakers. Furthermore, the Chinese spoken language is characterised by tone-syllables
which are used to represent more than one particular characters. With regard to the distinctiveness of
Chinese written language, Chinese characters are constructed with strokes, which compose into one or more
components following a particular order in a square. &nd sometimes text in Chinese characters may be
written vertically and read from right to left down the page. Additionally, the Pinyin system, which is the
alphabetic form to represent the sounds of Chinese characters, assists to leam the correct sounds of Chinese
spoken language and create texts in characters when using digital media. Allied to these, the grammatical
and vocabulary systems are different from that of English language as well as Chinese culture is quite distinct
from western cultural fraditions.

The distance and distinctiveness makes leaming Chinese a challenging educational expenence with unigue
opportunities to engage in a different language experience, develop a deeper understanding of the nature and
diversity of language and promote the capability to understand and communicate across cultures. Leaming
Chineze may encourage the development of knowledge and skills in learning and using, both Chinese and
their own languages and culfures, in communication. Chinese language leaming may engage students with
the contemporary experience to extend wunderstanding and appreciation of languages as systems and
vanability within and across systems as well as their view of the world and themselves.



A statement = policy

1) A policy — rationale - one page only
— Why Language matters (in education / curriculum)

— How the language learning area contributes to
« Overall language & literacy development
 Improved inter-lingual inter-cultural appreciation in community

« How YOUR language contributes to that learning
.....AND ....



A Statement = policy

2) a scope of learning
— for your learning area
— for the first two consecutive years of learning

— Outlining what learners will
* learn about
 learn to do

— In each year of the Languages program



Aim of policy

* A whole-of-school policy has to

— put Languages at the centre of school policy & practice
« frame Languages as an integral part of schooling — education
 move Languages from the periphery to the core of curriculum

— look beyond the specific lanquage(s) taught at school

— overcome the marginalisation & monolingualism of the
Languages learning area




A whole-of-school policy has to

— Recognise learner diversity (own languages cultures
and identities), including HL and L1 learners

— Accept that Language learning is a short term
proposition for the MAJORITY of learners,

— Promote a more humanistic (non-instrumental)
orientation

* Focus on the personal, social, educational benefits
— Address entrench monolingualism In society



Framing language policy
Assumptions

* Languages are integral to education

« Language learning is inclusive (of all
anguages and identities in the classroom

« Additional Language learning enhances
literacy development

 Home language learning enhances
educational progress

« Language learning is a Bi- Multi- Pluri-
lingual process




So what of a school languages policy?

How can we frame Languages ...
— as an integral part of a well-rounded education

— as a means to promote inclusion and acceptance of L&C
diversity in the community (within the school community)

— as a learning area that contributes beyond its own curriculum,
that reinforces and builds upon the school’s core literacy
practices
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