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The Task 
To 

• develop a Languages statement for your 

local school  

• find an acceptable way to place 

Languages at the centre of school policy 

and practice 

– NOT upset the English Learning Area 

• Strengthen the place of Languages in 

curriculum, esp in the Languages Learning 

Area   
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A sample



A statement = policy 

1) A policy – rationale - one page only 

– Why Language matters (in education / curriculum) 

– How the language learning area contributes to 

• Overall language & literacy development

• Improved inter-lingual inter-cultural appreciation in community   

• How YOUR language contributes to that learning              

…..AND ….
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A Statement = policy 

2) a scope of learning 

– for your learning area 

– for the first two consecutive years of learning

– Outlining what learners will 

• learn about   

• learn to do 

– In each year of the Languages program 
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Aim of policy 

• A whole-of-school policy has to 

– put Languages at the centre of school policy & practice 

• frame Languages as an integral part of schooling – education 

• move Languages from the periphery to the core of curriculum

– look beyond the specific language(s) taught at school 

– overcome the marginalisation & monolingualism of the 

Languages learning area
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A whole-of-school policy has to 

– Recognise learner diversity (own languages cultures 

and identities), including HL and L1 learners 

– Accept that Language learning is a short term 

proposition for the MAJORITY of learners, 

– Promote a more humanistic (non-instrumental) 

orientation 

• Focus on the personal, social, educational benefits 

– Address entrench monolingualism in society   
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Framing language policy 

Assumptions 

• Languages are integral to education 

• Language learning is inclusive (of all 
languages and identities in the classroom 

• Additional Language learning enhances 
literacy development 

• Home language learning enhances 
educational progress 

• Language learning is a Bi- Multi- Pluri-
lingual process 
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So what of a school languages policy? 

How can we frame Languages …

– as an integral part of a well-rounded education 

– as a means to promote inclusion and acceptance of L&C 

diversity in the community (within the school community) 

– as a learning area that contributes beyond its own curriculum, 

that reinforces and builds upon the school’s core literacy 

practices
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