
Textbook Planning 
Workshop 

The planning challenge 
Making  the experience …

• more conceptual, 

• inquiry-based, 

• oral-interactive, 

• learner(s)-centred 

=> more meaningful 



• Textbook ‘elements’
1. Aims / Intentions – (functional grammar points) 

2. Texts – dialogues / narratives (inc new  grammar & vocab)

3. Vocabulary – (sequenced) 

4. Grammar - codes with English explanation, 

 Sentence examples – inc  grammar patterns

5. Exercises & Activities – opportunities to practice 
grammar (inc. Listen-Speak-Read-Write activities 

6. Character learning – routine writing practice 

7. Communication TASKS – ‘purposeful use’ of language 

8. Reflection – on learning 

9. Culture – related aspects of target culture

10. Assessment – review of learning (input=output) 
AIMS? 
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The contemporary, communicative curriculum; 
the exchange, interpretation or creation of PERSONAL 
meanings 



A conceptual frame for planning learning of Chinese as a system 
(in the context of learning to communicate) 

• Content/vocabulary 
(word knowledge)

• content words 

• The language system 
(grammar features)

• function words  

Conceptual (bilingual) 
exploration of grammar 
concepts 
Meta-terms
1. Nouns, Pronouns 
2. Verbs,  
3. Adjectives, 
4. Numbers  
5. Adverbs, 
6. Prepositions,  
7. Measures, 
8. Question words,  
9. Conjunctions,
10. Particles

Chinese phonology;
Pronunciation (pinyin) 
Tone syllables – syllable groups
Prosody, Intonation

orthography / writing system; 
Strokes - types & sequences, 
Components - types and relationships, 
Characters – structures and features   

Chinese morphology;
character word forming ability 

Conceptual exploration of …

Task-based, communicative orientation
Modular, sequenced, developmental   

Communication-focused 



Prior learning - what concepts about (Chinese) language are addressed?  



Prior learning …

• Topics – name， age， birthday/date， family， numbers, 

• Verbs- 是有在  叫姓住 喜欢

• Q words  什么, 几, 哪,  还是,  吗, 呢

• ‘function words’  没不的

Recycling - to consolidate u’s & use of 

• 1, 2, 3 person pronouns 我，你，他-她 / 们

• Question types and formats 

• Key verbs 是,有,在

• Measure words with numbers & nouns

•。。。



TEXT  

VOCAB

EXERCISES

UNDERSTANDING LANGUAGE



GRAMMAR
TASK = ACTIVITY = EXERCISE 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF 
THE ACTIVITY – WHAT IS 
BEING ‘PRACTICED? 



TEXT = DIALOGUE 

VOCAB

ACTIVITY 



CHARACTER LEARNING
= CHARACTER WRITING  



‘SPEAKING’

READING

READING

READING / 
GRAMMAR 

READING



READING 
CHARACTERS 



READING 
GRAMMAR 

LISTEN 
READING 

READING



READING

WRITING



Unit Title – My L&C Identity 
Inquiry questions (for class as a community of learners) 

• Who are we?    
• Where do we come from? 

• What ‘cultures’ do we identify with?  

• What languages do/can we speak? 

Goals => success criteria 

To understand aspects of individual & group identity …

• To share ‘insights’ into 
• the languages we know / can speak / would like to learn

• our countries of birth (self / parents / ancestors), nationalities, ethnicities, 
citizenship



Task(s) 

to be able to..  

• (Exchange) Discuss own/others 
L&C identities (origins, languages)

• (Interpret) Read and share 
descriptions of peoples L&C 
background  

• (Create) Write about own L&C 
identity  



Unit planning - Scope of learning
Introducing new FUNCTION WORDS as concepts (in Chinese & English) 

How modal / aux / modal verbs are used to express wish, need etc
• … to express abilities 会 / aspirations 想

When and How to use different question types 
• Interrog Pn  谁，哪个,     Q word 吗 呢，yes-no V不V 有没有？

How adverbs are used to modify verbs
• incl negation 不, 没, scope & inclusion 都, 也)

The importance of classifiers / measure word 
• (v – M点儿 - n)



Continue building understandings of features of 
Chinese Language 

• Phonology 
o pinyin de/encoding skills, 
o pronunciation / tone sensitivity  

• Orthography 
o character analysis skills, (how to ..)
o component knowledge (naming / recognition)
o writing skills = character composition skills  

• Morphology – 
o word formation knowledge  
o word transliteration processes (Eg-Cn) – proper nouns eg 

countries) 



Content areas (Content words) 

• languages, countries, languages/dialects, ethnicities 
• Which ones matter? What identities are in the class?  

• Where we all come from (birth, ancestry, ethnicity, nationality)
• Countries of birth, of origin, ethnic identities, nationality-citizenship 

• The languages (/dialects) we (all) know & learn
• English, Chinese … Cantonese, … 



Language 
items / 
vocabulary  
(list A)



Unit planning – B) sequencing 

Engaging with new concepts via textbook content 

Timeline - 3 weeks / 10 lessons (late term 2) 

4 steps 

1. Setting the inquiry - identifying the task 

2. Identifying & exploring the inputs/ resources, 

3. Building the classroom interactivity 
 => learning and using new concepts, 

4. Completing the tasks. Reflecting on new learnings   



3 stages:

1. Participating in Oral Interactions(T-S Q&A) 
• Building knowledge of Chinese phonology & grammar (4 

lessons)

2. Engaging in INITIAL LITERACY development 
• Exploring new characters – building knowledge of the 

system (2 lessons) 

3. Reading and writing tasks and interactions 
• Developing print literacy skills (4 lessons)



3 stages

1) Participating in Oral Interactions (T-S Q&A) (4 lessons) 
Building knowledge of Chinese phonology and grammar 
a. Engaging with new ideas – learning more about ourselves 
b. Engaging with new language concepts 
c. Building pronunciation skills & pinyin knowledge 

- Textbook p66-72, 

2)  Engaging in INITIAL LITERACY development  
- Engaging with new character knowledge (2 lessons) 
a. Developing character analysis processes
b. Building component recognition, naming skills 
c. Developing reading-writing skills - Textbook p73 (see Lists B&C) 

3) Reading and writing tasks and interactions (4 lessons)
a. Developing print literacy skills – reading skills and writing skills (with support)  

Textbook p68, 71, 74, workbook p47-51 



Stage One (4 lessons) 
Lesson One – context setting 

– intro key concepts & terms (in Eg & Cn) - exploring L&C diversity in the class 

– building vocabulary related to 
o a) L&C identity (C-N-E-L-C) and 

o b) language learning & using (LSRW) 

– – sharing a Chinese-English vocab list and adapting for own purposes 

Lesson Two – building OI skills 

a) Student book  p66-67 

– Text 1 (我会说) pinyin focus (Rc / Ra) – pronunciation – fluency focussed 

– Ex 1.1, 1.2 – Rc check -> task convert Eg->Cn => Cn Q&A 

b) UL discussion – how aux verbs / Measure words / adverbs ‘work’,  in Cn & Eg 



Student book  p66-67 
Text 1 (我会说) (Rc / Ra) 
Ex 1.1, 1.2 – Rc check -> task 
convert Eg->Cn => Cn Q&A 



b) UL discussion – how aux 
verbs / Measure words / 
adverbs ‘work’,  in Cn & Eg 



Lesson Three 
UL discussion:  how C-N-E-L words 
are formed in Chinese (task 1 p69)

• Exploration of key country names in Au-
NZ, SE Asia, E Asia, S Asia, Eu, Nth Am  

• Prepare a draft of own L&C i’d

 =>  S-S Q&A => T-SS Q&A 

(focus on 1-2-3person Pn)



Lesson 
Four

a) SB – p70-71

 text 2 (你喜欢吗?) 

(Rc, Ra) => T-S  Q&A 



Lesson 4b

Task 4.1 4.2 (Lc) => T-S Q&A , 

4.2 convert Eg-Cn => T-S Q&A 

End Stage One 

Review text data & student personal data 
via OI Q&A (no scaffolds)



Stage Two (2 lessons Lesson Five & Six ) 

Resource – vocab list (-> character list -> 
component list)

UL Discussion, character deconstruction & 
analysis 

1. Character structure
 –> component identification

2. Component classification 
by stroke types / relationships

3. Component naming 
=> ‘reading’

4. Component de/construction by stroke 
type and sequence
=> writing

5. Character construction by component 
in structure sequence 
=> naming & writing 



Prior Cx
knowledge 
Unit 1-5 cx
lists





Component classes: 
stroke types & 
sequences #1 



Component classes: 
stroke types & 
sequences #2 



Stage Three (4 Lessons) 

Lesson Seven 

• Textbook p68, 71, 74, 

• activity 2, 3, 6,  

• Rc Ra T-S Q&A 
(some writing activity)



Lesson Eight - Workbook 6.4-6.10

Rc, Ra => T-S Q&A – writing 



Lesson Nine 
workbook 6.11, 12, 
13, 14 
=> Task – write a 
personal description 
of your own L&C i’d



Lesson Ten

 Task completion & presentation

• task scaffolds - workbook 6.15, 16

•  Unit review & reflection  



So? 
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